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Franklin's academy had been to combine the practical and modem with the classical,
but he too went too far for eighteenth-century America, for he had left out the
religious ingredient.
The institutions that definitively replaced the Latin grammar schools absorbed
into themselves not only the principal influences of the Enlightenment but also those
of the Great Awakening; not only the classical, the practical, and the scientific, but the
religious as well. The academies that were to have real influence for more than a
century were founded in the later part of the eighteenth century by the churches or by
individuals with strong religious interests. The Dissenters' Academies in England had
shown that religious schools could have a broad and diversified curriculum, and the
Great Awakening gave the American impetus to establishing such schools for religious
as well as practical purposes. The classics were of course included, for the supporters of
the academies were primarily middle-dass parents who wanted their children to be
able to go on to college. In general, the academies combined the aims of college
preparation with religious piety and vocational efficiency.
The academies differed in other respects from the Latin grammar schools and
the private schools. They were usually boarding schools in which the students lived
together away from home. Academies for girls were not uncommon. Often acting as
local substitutes for colleges, many academies were sooner or later transformed into
colleges. Commonly, too, they were nonpublic institutions, supported by tuition from
parents or by endowment from churches and wealthy individuals. Support also came
from several of the states, as the academies caught the public fancy and became
centers of the deliberate efforts to train teachers. Despite their private and usually
religious character, the academies were more modern than the Latin grammar schools
because of their wider appeal, their broader and more elastic curriculum, and their
more comprehensive aims. They helped to introduce into the secondary school
curriculum English grammar, composition, and literature, English rhetoric, history,
mathematics, the modern languages, some commercial subjects, and, especially for
girls, the social arts of dancing, music, drawing, and needlework.
As the newer subjects became popular, there was greater demand for useful
textbooks in these fields. The first text in English grammar used in America was
Thomas Dilworth's New Guide to the English Tongue. Soon American authors tried
their hands at writing English grammar, notably Noah Webster and Ldndley Murray.
The most noteworthy textbook in arithmetic was written by Isaac Greenwood, private
schoolmaster and professor of mathematics at Harvard College, the title of whose
book, published in 1729, revealed his practical outlook—Arithmetic Vulgar and
Decimal with the Application thereof to a Variety of Cases in Trade and Commerce.
Other texts began to appear in history, geography, the commercial subjects, practical
mathematics, and modern languages. As the academies began to emphasize subjects
requiring a command of English, they also began to institute preparatory departments
to give the younger children a grounding in the fundamentals before they entered the
academy proper. If this process had continued uninterruptedly, the United States
might have produced a disjunctive or dual system of schools quite similar to that of
the West European countries.
However, in the 1820s and thereafter, the modernizing forces in the United

